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When Alexandria Public Schools opened its doors to begin the new school 
year, teachers and administrators were on hand to welcome the youngest 
Alexandria Cardinals – the Class of 2032!

In Alexandria Public Schools, we have developed an outstanding all-day,  
every day kindergarten program. Our primary goal is to inspire in children 
a love of learning. Providing children with experiences that help them 
become confident, successful learners and achieve personal growth is at 
the heart of the district’s mission.

Every kindergarten student receives a free t-shirt welcoming them to 
the A Team. The t-shirt serves as their first official Cardinal spirit wear and 
commemorates their graduation year with a number 32 on the back.

Kindergarteners have quickly settled into their day-to-day routines and 
any nervous anticipation from the first day of school has been replaced 
with enthusiasm for new and exciting adventures in learning.

Welcome to our newest 
members of the A Team
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Signs of fall are everywhere: boats 
and docks being pulled from the 
lakes, trees changing colors - and 
yellow school buses on our roads. 
Thank you for keeping an eye out for 
children walking, biking and busing 
to school each day.

In the Alexandria Public Schools, we are honored to work with 
4,201 students every day. Each September we welcome them, 
start their new routines and begin the nine-month process of 
learning and growing together. We appreciate your ongoing 
support for our students!

We have a number of things to celebrate already this school 
year – here are a couple highlights:

•  Lincoln Elementary School has been named a 2019 National 
Blue Ribbon School by the U.S. Department of Education! 
Lincoln is one of nine schools in Minnesota in the category of 
Exemplary High Performing Schools.

•  The Minnesota Department of Education recently received a 
federal grant to promote positive school cultures throughout 
the state of Minnesota, and our district is one that has an 
opportunity to participate. The belief is that when schools 
take specific action to create positive school climate, the 
experience of everyone in the school community improves, 
leading to better student engagement and connectedness to 
school.

 •  A 3,550 square foot addition to Miltona Science Magnet 
School was completed. With the addition, there are two more 
full-sized classrooms plus a special education suite, providing 
much needed instructional and intervention space to serve 
students.

As we embrace the new school year, the district will maintain 
our focus on learning through being personal, comprehensive 
and responsive. These have been the cornerstones for the 
work of the district for the past few years and essentially keep 
us focused on creating a culture where every student has the 
opportunity to thrive. 

I’m particularly proud of the college & career-ready model 
in our high school that is helping us be intentional about 
preparing our students to be successful beyond their K-12 
experience in the 21st century. Some examples include:

•  Increasing the number of experiences where teachers engage 
students in instruction that is interesting and relevant to the 
real world by giving kids authentic learning experiences. 
The Business CAPS class alone has resulted in 17 business 
partnerships in which juniors and seniors look at real-world 
application of what they’re learning, connecting their 
school work with future goals and opportunities. Additional 
examples of student success stories include feedback from 
employers who share that students have reached out to their 
businesses in hopes of completing their rotations at the clinic 
and hospital or to student teach in our school system.

•  Higher numbers of kids taking Advanced Placement (AP) and/
or dual credit college credit bearing coursework at the high 
school campus.

•  Shifting the philosophy from years past when primarily only 
students who knew they were 4-year college bound took the 
ACT college entrance exam. Rather than inviting students to 
test on a Saturday, the exam is administered during the school 
day to all juniors. As a result of more students taking the test, 
the high school score has mostly remained steady, or seen a 
slight dip, from the state average. We view this experience as 
valuable – it helps raise the aspirations for all students and 
leaves the door open for a 2 or 4-year post-secondary path.

•  Introduced evening welding classes where students are able 
to get skills needed by business and industry, mentored 
by industry professionals. Not only will the program serve 
students, it will help serve the larger Alexandria region as the 
need for high qualified welders continues to increase.

•  Specifically teaching characteristics that grow each child’s 
ability to be self-directed, critical and creative thinkers, 
civically engaged citizens and strong communicators as part 
of our Portrait of a Graduate work.

Our schools belong to our community. To provide funding 
to maintain the quality of education currently provided, the 
School Board unanimously approved asking voters to consider 
an operating levy request on the November 5 ballot. Learn 
more about the funding request at www.alexschools.org/
referendum - and remember to vote November 5th!

Here’s to a continued great year – for our students, our staff 
and our community!

School Year Off to a Great Start! 
By Julie Critz, Superintendent, Alexandria Public Schools



Alexandria’s general education aid falls well below districts with  
comparable demographics.
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Your School District is a worthy investment

Investing in students
The General Fund supports the majority of our school district operations. For every dollar of the total General Fund budget,  
75.4 cents goes to instruction. The General Fund dollar is divided below with examples of the type of expenditures covered.

75.4¢
Instruction &  

Instructional Support - 
Regular classroom instruction, 

vocational instruction, 
special education, media 

services, curriculum, activities, 
technology, etc.

10.9¢
Operations & Fixed Costs - 

Utilities, custodial, insurance, etc.

7.4¢
Pupil Support - 

Transportation, health services,  
counseling, social workers, etc.

3.9¢
District & School Administration 
- Principals, district administrators, 

school board, etc.

2.6¢
District Support - 

Payroll, accounting, 
human resources,  

communications, etc.

Comparable State
Rank Rank $ per

(14 Districts) (328 Districts) District ADM

1 73 Willmar $8,900.94

2 152 Bemidji $8,268.37

3 153 Owatonna $8,264.85

4 223 Moorhead $7,882.00

5 227 Cambridge-Isanti $7,858.54

6 238 Princeton $7,794.20

7 240 Sauk Rapids-Rice $7,791.02

8 247 Detroit Lakes $7,752.92

9 248 Grand Rapids $7,751.54

10 249 Brainerd $7,748.48

11 265 Northfield $7,659.33

12 278 Sartell-St. Stephen $7,572.31

13 293 ALEXANDRIA $7,493.35

14 315 Monticello $7,301.13

Comparable District Average $7,859.93

State Average $8,043.46
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GENERAL EDUCATION AID
DID YOU KNOW?
 

  Our district is in the bottom 
10% of all MN school districts 
for general education funding, 
ranking 293 out of 328.

   State education funding has 
not kept pace with inflation or 
increasing costs for the past  
15 years.

   We pay $3.5 million annually 
for critical special education 
services that aren’t reimbursed 
by the State or Federal 
governments, even though  
they mandate the services.

  This year’s budget had a  
$1.1 million shortfall. Deficit  
spending is not sustainable.

   We will have ongoing cuts  
without additional revenue.

       o   $2,050,608 for 2020-2021
       o   $2,691,167 for 2021-2022

General Education Aid



Alexandria’s weeklong Homecoming 2019  
celebration was a success! Enthusiastic  
Cardinal spirit and events designed for the  
entire community contributed to an exciting  
week. Homecoming activities are sponsored 
by the Alexandria Area High School Student 
Council. The organization’s advisor is Kallie Grote.

Homecoming 2019

 
A community homecoming parade in downtown Alexandria drew large crowds. Community members cheered on the parade participants,  

which included representatives from Alexandria Schools teams and activities, community groups and local businesses.

Visits to elementary
schools got everyone in the 

spirit for the big game.

Homecoming 
Royalty Court 

2019

The week kicked 
off with powder 

puff football and 
volleyball
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School Calendar Key Dates 

To  view  or  download  the  full  2018-‐19  &  2019-‐20  school  calendars  that  reflect  addi;onal  details  such  as  
parent/teacher  conferences,  and  end  of  grading  periods,  visit  the  district  website  at  
www.alexandria.k12.mn.us.  

2019-20
First  Day  of  School Sept  3

2-‐hour  late  start  PreK-‐12 Sept  25

Fall  Break Oct  17-18

Thanksgiving  Break Nov 28-29

Winter  Break Dec 23-Jan 1

MLK  Jr.,  Day Jan  20

2-‐hour  late  start  PreK-‐12 Feb  5

February  Non-‐School  Days Feb  14,  17,  &  18

March  Non-‐School  Days March  20  &  23

2-‐hour  late  start  PreK-‐12 April  1

April  Non-‐School  Days April  10 & 13

Memorial  Day May  25

Gradua;on May  29

Last  Day  of  School  for  PreK-‐12  Students June  2
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A 3,550 square foot addition to Miltona Science Magnet School 
was completed in time for the start of the new school year. With 
the addition, there are two more full-sized classrooms plus a 
special education suite, providing much needed instructional and 
intervention space to serve students. 

Safety and security improvements included discontinuing the use of 
the extra portable classroom as instructional space and designating 
as storage space only, remodeling the main entrance to the building 
to make the building more secure, and removal of asbestos. Also 
included with the project were additional restrooms, a handwashing 
station, and the older building was freshened up with new paint and 
flooring. 

The project funds came from monies designated by the Board 
for innovation projects, and capital facilities & long-term facilities 
maintenance (LTFM) dollars allocated for safety and security 
improvements.  

Miltona Magnet School serves 144 students in grades K-5. The school 
is part of Alexandria Public Schools and has served as a magnet 
school since the 1980’s. As a magnet school they specialize in science 
– especially in the area of environmental education – and the school 
draws students from inside and outside of our boundary area.

Miltona School addition complete

School Calendar  
Key Dates

*Note: The first three school closing days are made up by staff only. Should 
we have a fourth closing day or more, make-up days for students may be 
done through identified e-learning days and/or days added to the end of 
the school calendar.

Photo credit: The Parkers Prairie Independent, Kevin Lee

Branching out to create an appreciation of our environment

Miltona
Science Magnet School



THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR PAST SUPPORT

Alexandria community residents have traditionally  
been supportive of our schools. We have not asked  

residents to provide additional support for  
our schools since the 2011 bond for our  

high school - and the last operating  
levy request was 15 years ago.

 

After several months of community input, deliberation, budget review 

and discussion, the Alexandria School Board unanimously approved 

placing a school funding request on the November 5, 2019 ballot. 

They are recommending a solution that aligns district needs with 

community values and tax tolerance.

WHY NOW?
   This year’s budget had a $1.1 million shortfall. To maintain a balanced 

budget, the school board cut more than half a million dollars, in addi-
tion to drawing down our fund balance, which is a critical safety valve for all districts.

   Deficit spending is not sustainable. We will have ongoing cuts without additional revenue.

   State education funding has not kept pace with inflation or increasing costs for the past 15 years.  
If it had kept pace, our district would have received nearly $3 million more from the state in 2018-19,  
and that gap is projected to increase.

   Our school district is in the bottom 10% of all Minnesota school districts for general education funding.

   We are one of the only school districts in the area without a voter-approved operating levy, which means  
we don’t have the additional financial support that many communities provide to help operate our schools.

WHAT IS THE PLAN?
The Alexandria Public Schools will hold a one-question referendum 
on November 5, 2019 for a phased-in operating levy. If approved 
by voters, the additional funding would help the district:

  Maintain or reduce class sizes

  Expand mental health support

   Continue with special area teachers in elementary

   Maintain or expand real world work  
experiences at middle and/or high school

  Provide more financial stability

OUR SCHOOLS  
ARE AT THE HEART  

OF OUR  
COMMUNITY.

Neighboring school districts
Voter-approved Operating Levy (dollars per student, 2018-19)

$0 $200 $400 $600 $800 $1,000 $1,200 $1,400 $1,600 $1,800

West Central Area

$0

Sauk Centre

Ashby

Parkers Prairie

Brandon-Evansville

Morris Area

Minnewaska

Osakis

Alexandria

Julie Critz, Superintendent

   We are only asking for what  
we need, as we need it. We feel  
this is the most respectful and 
fiscally responsible approach  

for our community.

FAST 

FACTS  
2019  

OPERATING 
LEVY

WHAT IS THE PHASED APPROACH?

The district is proposing a $595 per student ten year operating levy. Instead of asking voters for this all at once, the district 
is proposing a conservative approach which asks voters to pay for the increase incrementally over time.

In a phased-in levy, the request is broken down into three smaller amounts of $375 per student in the 2020-21 school year, 
increased  to $485 per student in the 2021-22 school year, and then increased to $595 per student in the 2022-23 school 
year. The tax impact for homeowners would also be phased in over time. The average homeowner ($220,000 value home) 
would see an increase of less than $10 per month in year one, with much smaller increases in years two and three.

LEARN MORE

VISIT  alexschools.org/referendum

CALL  762-2141 ext. 4223

EMAIL  referendum@alexschools.org

Prepared and paid for by Alexandria Public Schools. This publication  
is not circulated on behalf of any candidate or ballot question.

Miltona School addition complete
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In efforts to reduce waste and 
offer extra food to hungry 
students, Alexandria Schools 
have implemented share carts  
in every cafeteria. 
 
USDA regulation requires 
students to take foods they may 
not want to eat. No longer do 
students need to throw these 
items in the trash. Share carts 
are located at the cash registers, 
so before students sit down to 
eat, they simply place packaged 
or contained  items they do not 
want, on the cart.  
 
Students are also encouraged  
to take items off the cart if 
they are still hungry. The most 
common items that students 
share are foods such as milk, 
whole fruits, etc. 
 
This is a win-win for our 
environment and our students!

Preparing Students for 
Manufacturing Careers
Alexandria Area High School (AAHS) students enrolled in metal 
fabrication classes are learning about the materials and processes 
used in the metal fabrication industry, and how to identify different 
types of metals and their properties. Students use CAD software 
to design parts to be created in the shop, using available tools and 
machines. Technologies included in the course are welding, milling 
and turning with manually operated machines, CNC milling and 
plasma plate cutting. 

This year, students have the option to take the class during the day 
(2 sections, 42 students registered), or in the evening (1 section, 16 
students registered). Students are able to be mentored by industry 
professionals and obtain knowledge and skills that can transfer 
directly to manufacturing careers.

Lincoln Elementary School, a K-5 elementary school in Alexandria Public Schools, has been named a  
National Blue Ribbon School for 2019 by the U.S. Department of Education. The recognition is based on a 
school’s overall academic performance or progress in closing achievement gaps among student subgroups.
 
Annually, the National Blue Ribbon Schools Program honors public and private elementary, middle,  
and high schools where students achieve very high learning standards or are making notable  
improvements in closing the achievement gap.
 
Lincoln Elementary is one of just 10 Minnesota schools recognized for the distinction this year. All schools are honored in one of two 
performance categories – Exemplary High Performing or Exemplary Achievement Gap Closing. The award lists Lincoln Elementary as 
an Exemplary High Performing School, which places Lincoln among Minnesota’s highest performing schools as measured by state 
assessments or nationally normed tests.
 
“I am so proud of our Lincoln School community. I am privileged to witness day-in and day-out the growth mindset and positive spirit 
of our students, parents, and staff,” stated Brendan Bogart, Principal. “I feel the work that they do is extraordinary - they all work so 
hard to achieve Lincoln’s mission of ‘Working as a team to ensure all students learn and grow.’  The National Blue Ribbon distinction is a 
reflection of the culture they have created but is in no means an end.”
 
The 2019 National Blue Ribbon Schools will be honored at an awards ceremony in Washington, D.C. on November 14 and 15. Each 
school receives a plaque. U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos will preside over the ceremonies. For more information about the 
National Blue Ribbon Schools program, please visit http://nationalblueribbonschools.ed.gov/

Lincoln Elementary School named  
National Blue Ribbon School for 2019

8 The A Team Talk  •  Fall 2019 Issue

AROUND THE DISTRICT

School cafeteria share carts

Tom Ellison, Industrial Technology teacher works with a student  
in the metal fabrication class at the high school.
 



On November 5, district residents will vote whether to increase local funding 
to support our schools. If voters approve the request, it would help maintain 
the quality education our students deserve and our community expects – by 
providing essential funding for classrooms, teachers, instruction, utilities and 
other operating costs during a time of increasing pressures on our budget.
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AROUND THE DISTRICT

The 2019 Carolers from Alexandria Area High 
School have been selected, and are currently 
taking appointments for a busy holiday season. 
Formed in 1962, the Carolers have performed 
in 19th Century Victorian Caroling costume 
for countless thousands, in and around the 
community of Alexandria, for 57 years.  

If you are interested in scheduling the Carolers 
for your holiday gathering., please contact Vocal 
Music Director, Steve Deitz at sdeitz@alexschools.
org or at 320-762-2142 ext. 4601. 

The 2019 Carolers are available for appointments

The 2019 Carolers of Alexandria: Front row (l-r): Sydney Larson, Isabella Greathouse, Bianca Wegner, 
Olivia Maday, Emily Elliott, Sidney Trousil, Mya Santelman, Madeline Dudley.

Back row (l-r): Christian Fleming, Jacob Tiegen, Bryant Johnson, Nick Nelson, Matthew Adolphsen,  
Isaac Baldry, Zach Kent, Truett Berglund.



The College Board recently recognized 13 Alexandria Area High 
School graduates and current students as 2019 AP Scholars based 
on their performance on Advanced Placement (AP) exams.

AP courses are taught by high school teachers who follow course 
guidelines developed and published by the College Board. AP 
courses are an option for high school students to access college-
level learning opportunities while enrolled at Alexandria Area 
High School and taking courses on the high school campus. Most 
colleges and universities nationwide offer college credit, advanced 
placement, or both, for qualifying AP Exam scores.

The AP Scholar Awards given and students recognized include:

 •  AP Scholar designation is granted to students who receive 
scores of 3 or higher on three or more AP Exams. Congratulations 
to Sydney Christenson, JJ Foster, Jackson Gunvalson, Luke 
Levasseur, Joseph Steidl, Megan Van Gaal, and Zach Wosepka.

 •  AP Scholar with Honor are students who receive an average 
score of at least 3.25 on all AP Exams taken, and scores of 3 or 
higher on four or more of these exams. Students that earned  
AP Scholar with Honor status Amanda Bittmann, Sam Maier,  
Parker Olson, Lauren Russell, and Noah Struck.

 •  AP Scholar with Distinction is granted to students who  
receive an average score of at least 3.5 on all AP exams taken, 
and scores of 3 or higher on five or more of these exams. 
Congratulations to Christopher Bienusa, who earned the  
AP Scholar with Distinction award.

Twelve of the thirteen students graduated  
in June 2019. Amanda Bittmann  
(pictured) is currently a senior at  
Alexandria Area High School.

Senior Amanda 
Bittmann has been 
named a Semifinalist 
in the 2020 National 
Merit Scholarship 
Program after scoring 
among the nation’s 
best in the Preliminary 
SAT/National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying 
Test (PSAT/MNSQT).

Junior Nick Nelson 
participated in 
the Minnesota 
Music Education 
Association (MMEA) 
All-State Choir at 
St. Olaf College this 
summer, and will 
perform at Orchestra 
Hall in February of 
2020.

Matthew 
Adolphsen 
participated in  
the Minnesota 
All-State Lutheran 
Choir (MASLC) at 
Concordia College 
this summer.

Amanda Bittmann

Al Hansen, is the 2019 recipient of the Alexandria  
Public Schools annual ACE Award (A Champion in 
Education).

The award recognizes individuals who support public 
education through advocacy, partnership, service or 
donation of resources.

Al is the head coach of the high school Archery program. 
In November 2015, Al – along with Mark Watkins, Jim 
Stratton, Dean Krebs and Alan Zeithamer – provided 
excellent leadership in establishing Archery as an 
independent provider activity. Activities program staff 
appreciate his dedication to the sport which has increased 
participation. In the first year, 16 students participated 
with steady numbers in the mid to high 20’s since then.

Al spearheaded an effort to bring an archery 
tournament to Alexandria and this last year nearly 300 
kids participated! Parents attest “his love of the sport 
and commitment to each athlete on the team is truly 
inspirational.”

Pictured left to right: Alan Zeithamer School Board Director,  
Al Hansen 2019 ACE Champion, Julie Critz Superintendent

Al Hansen honored 
with A Champion in 

Education (ACE Award)

Thirteen students earned 
AP Scholar honors

Points of Pride

10   The A Team Talk  •  Fall 2019 Issue



Spotlight - 2019 Classroom 
Innovation Grant Recipient
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The Alexandria Education Foundation (AEF) partners with 
Alexandria Public Schools to provide financial support for unique 
learning experiences for students in grades PreK through 12. 
Projects funded by the Foundation expand classroom experiences  
beyond the boundaries of the school district’s budget.

Recently, the Foundation hosted their annual Alumni Hall of Fame 
Luncheon and annual benefit event, EdCelebrate at the Broadway 
Ballroom in conjunction with homecoming festivities. Proceeds 
from the events, which totaled nearly $23,000, will go to fund 
innovative teaching ideas that increase learning opportunities for 
students in Alexandria Public Schools.
 
AEF established the Hall of Fame event to honor deserving  
alumni and staff for excellence, accomplishments, and recognition 
in their field or fields. This year, three individuals were inducted  
as the Hall of Fame class of 2019 - Sylvia Christopherson, 
John J. Feda, and Kim Jenson. 
 
Nearly  200 alumni, family, friends and community members 
attended the luncheon held September 27.

Teacher:  Lukas Gotto
School:  Discovery Middle School
Grade:  6th through 8th
Amount Funded:  $8652.96
 
Q1: What is the focus of your Innovation Grant?
 
A:  The focus of our grant is to continue to promote and 

grow innovative learning practices in our schools by 
using Virtual Reality and Augmented Reality in the 
classroom. We had older VR headsets previously, but 
students were required to have their own devices and 
that left an education equity gap.  Now, with the new 
technology, we were able to close that gap by having a 
classroom set of devices and headsets for all students 
to learn and explore the world we live in.  We are able 
to take students to places previously inaccessible and 
“show them” other cultures to enhance their learning 
experience. 

 
Q2:  What benefits has your AEF grant brought to your 

students?
 
A:  The benefits have been immense.  One of our primary 

goals in education is creating an equitable learning 
environment for all students and these devices allow us 
to include every student in the classroom.  The clarity the 
devices bring to students allows us to view parts of the 
world most students would normally not be able to see 
and experience, virtually placing you in the environment 
versus looking at a picture.  The understanding of 
classroom content increases because curiosity leads 
to excitement, excitement leads to engagement, and 
engagement leads to learning.

L to r: Mary Lambert (representing her father John J Feda), Michael  
Jenson (representing his mother Kim Jenson), and Sylvia Christopherson.

Donate Now!
Thanks to your support, the Alexandria Education  
Foundation is helping more students each year reach  
their full potential, which in turn, makes the  
future of our community that much brighter. 
Donations can be made online at  
www.alexeducationfoundation.org, or by mail  
to AEF, P.O. Box 308, Alexandria, MN 56308.

AEF Classroom Innovation Grants 
support student-engaged projects that 
enrich learning and encourage classroom 
innovation. Since 2009, AEF has awarded 
over $330,000 in innovative teaching grants.
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 Community Education  

Performing Arts Season

Events held at Alexandria Area High School  
Performing Arts Center

4300 Pioneer Rd SE, Alexandria
Tickets: $20 Adults, $6 Students 

Online: www.alexschools.org/pac
Phone: 320-762-3310

In Person: Community Education Box Office
1410 South McKay Ave, Alexandria from  

7:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
At the Door

Mary Beth Carlson & Robert Robinson
Saturday, November 30, 7:00 p.m.
Mary Beth Carlson and vocalist Robert 
Robinson will perform a variety of 
Christmas and holiday favorites. Also 
joining Robert on a few songs will be 
long-time accompanist Sam Reeves. 
Guests can expect a festive and  
reflective program interspersed with 
humor, personal stories and beautiful 
seasonal videos professionally 
choreographed to accompany several  
of the program selections.

That’ll Be the Day 
Saturday, April 25, 7:00 p.m.
Wayne Luchae, Colleen Raye, Debbie O’Keefe and The 
Echoes Rock and Roll Band perform the dynamic music of 
Roy Orbison, Linda Ronstadt, and Gene Pitney. Filled with 
stories and humor as well as masterful musicianship and 
impressive vocals, the show will take you on an emotional, 
energetic and nostalgic journey you won’t forget.

TICKETS GO ON SALE OCTOBER 29
Come enjoy an evening of magical entertainment for the whole family at AAHS Theatre 
Department’s production of Rodgers and Hammerstein’s classic musical! Audiences of all ages 
will be swept away in the magic of the most familiar fairy tale of all time. Starring senior 
Isabella Greathouse (Outstanding Performance in a Supporting Role for Legally Blonde) as Ella 
and junior Nick Nelson as Prince Topher and featuring a District 206 children’s choir and AAHS 
Rainbow Strings in the orchestra, Cinderella is sure to be a community event! The fall musical 
runs November 21-23 at 7:30pm and November 23 and 24 at 2:00pm. Tickets cost $10 for 
adults and $8 for students and are available at www.alexschools.org October 29.

DID YOU KNOW? 

87% of residents give us an A or B for the quality of our 
work based on academic standards, quality of instruction 
and leadership & management.
Source: Resident Survey


